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About Geisinger College of Health Sciences
Geisinger College of Health Sciences (GCHS) is comprised of  five pillars that 
epitomize the research and education missions of the Geisinger family. 

GCHS has three core pillars: 
• Health Sciences Schools

◊ Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine
◊ Geisinger School of Graduate Education
◊ Geisinger School of Nursing 

• Clinical Education Institute, which provides training for health professionals  

• Research Institute

Geisinger College of Health Sciences is committed to non-discrimination in all employment and educational opportunities.
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Two additional pillars support the core missions:
• Center for Faculty and Professional 

Development

• Center for Health Equity and Inclusion  
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Enrollment 2023 - 2024 
 
The October 2023 enrollment includes 656 students enrolled in three degree 
programs. 

Doctor of Medicine students in Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine 
complete their degree program over three phases in our Total Health Curriculum. 
Built on the science of learning, the program uses an evidence-based approach to 
train skilled, compassionate physicians who provide individualized care of patients 
and promote health in the communities they serve.  

Geisinger School of Graduate Education students are either enrolled in the online 
program or attend classes in-person in Scranton for their Master of Biomedical 
Sciences (MBS) degree.  Students typically complete the degree in one year.

Geisinger School of Nursing enrolled the first cohort of students in the Associate of 
Science in Nursing program in August 2023.  The second group of students entered 
in January 2024.
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Faculty 

More than 2,100 GCHS faculty members comprise a diverse and highly specialized 
group of professionals dedicated to educating and training the next generation of 
healthcare professionals. 

With experts from various disciplines, the faculty plays a pivotal role in shaping the 
academic and clinical experiences. These accomplished individuals typically hold 
advanced degrees and possess extensive practical experience in their respective 
fields.
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Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine (GCSOM) 
educates students on five clinical campuses providing training in 
northeastern and central Pennsylvania as well as in New York and 
southern New Jersey.  GCSOM Students interact with patients in 
three health systems - Geisinger, Guthrie and AtlantiCare.

All MD students complete Phase 1 of the curriculum at our 
Medical Sciences Building in Scranton.

The five clinical campuses where students complete  
Phases 2 and 3 of the curriculum include:

• Northeast  Campus, at Geisinger Community Medical Center 
in Scranton and Geisinger Wyoming Valley in Wilkes-Barre

• AtlantiCare Campus, in Atlantic City, NJ

• Central Campus, headquartered at Geisinger Medical Center 
in Danville, PA

• Guthrie Campus, centered at Robert Packer Hospital in  
Sayre, PA

• West Campus, headquartered at Geisinger Lewistown 
Hospital with rotations at the Geisinger Healthplex in State 
College

Each of these campuses is an integral part of the school’s 
distributive model of medical education and provides students 
with early clinical experiences in diverse settings.
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Our regional campuses include:
• 29 counties served (21 PA, 5 NY, 3 NJ)
• 18,000+ square mile service area
• 17 hospital campuses
• 2,700+ beds

Throughout the three health systems where our students learn there are:
• 263 primary care and specialty clinic sites
• 38,000+ employees 
• 3,100+ employed physicians

2023 - 2024 Number of Students Assigned per Campus  
(total of MD students in Phases 2 and 3)

AtlantiCare Central Guthrie Northeast West

67 88 83 182 44



Student Debt

Finding ways to assist students with their dream of becoming a 
physician continues to be a priority for GCSOM. 
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First generation to college Under-represented in medicine Socioeconomically
disadvantaged

M1 17 16 38
M2 15 18 26
M3 24 14 35
M4 14 27 32
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Non-PA resident
31%

PA resident
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Current MD Students by Permanent Residence

46% of PA residents live 
within Geisinger's region 

75% of those 
within 
Geisinger's 
region are 
Northeast PA 
residents

MD Student Financial Profile 2021 2022 2023

Average medical student debt at graduation $253,789 $252,666 $234,670

Median medical school debt $285,019 $274,700 $269,256

% GCSOM graduates with school debt 89.8% 81.6% 76.4%

Total Number of Students per Class

M1 M2 M3 M4

118 112 114 120



Abigail Geisinger Scholars Program

Geisinger wants its hardworking medical students to be free to practice medicine the way every future doctor imagines it — through meaningful 
relationships with people in a community they know and care about.  Students accepted to the Abigail Geisinger Scholars program will have their tuition 
paid by Geisinger and receive a $2,000 monthly stipend while in school.  Students agree to become a Geisinger-employed physician after completing 
residency training in family medicine, internal medicine, medicine pediatrics, psychiatry or another specified discipline needed by Geisinger.

 
Abigail Geisinger Scholars in the new 3+3 Program complete medical school in three years, 
followed by a three year residency in Family Medicine at Geisinger Lewistown Hospital or 
Kistler Family Medicine Residency at Geisinger South Wilkes-Barre.  A 3 + 3 student could 
also choose an Internal Medicine Residency at Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center in 
Wilkes-Barre or Geisinger Medical Center in Danville. 

Residency matching and placement

On Match Day in March, fourth-year medical students learn the location of their residency training for the next several years.

1 % graduates matched into residency position per total # participating in NRMP match (excludes SF and military matches) 
2 % graduates matched or matched Supplemental Offer and Acceptance Program (SOAP) per total # participating in NRMP match 
3 % matches or match Supplemental Offer and Acceptance Program (SOAP) under national Primary Care definition (e.g., Family Medicine, Internal Medicine,  

  Medicine-Pediatrics, Pediatrics) per total  participating in NRMP match 
4 % matches at Geisinger in any specialty out of total graduates participating in all matches except military

Geisinger College of Health Sciences is committed to non-discrimination in all employment and educational opportunities.
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Number of Abigail Geisinger Scholars

M1 M2 M3 M4 Alumni

Scholars 42 40 46 40 27

3+3 Scholars 3 3 - -

Match and Placement Results for Class Years 2021 - 2023

2021 2022 2023

# graduates participating in any match 99 115 111

% matched 1 94% 95% 94%

% placed (match + SOAP)2 97% 99% 99%

% primary care matches3 41% 38% 35%

% matching at Geisinger4 11% 8% 15%



Residency Placements for Classes of 2021 - 2023  
(primary care residencies are highlighted) 
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Specialty 2021 2022 2023

Anesthesiology 3 8 10

Dermatology 1 2 3

Emergency Medicine 18 12 11

Family Medicine 6 9 12

Internal Medicine 21 21 15

Medicine - Pediatrics 1 3 1

Medicine - Primary Care 0 1 2

Neurology 1 6 5

Neurological Surgery 2 0 0

Child Neurology 0 0 1

Obstetrics-Gynecology 2 7 5

Ophthalmology 2 0 1

Orthopaedic Surgery 2 4 2

Otolaryngology 1 1 1

Pathology 1 0 2

Pediatrics 12 9 8

Phys Medicine & Rehab 1 0 2

Plastic Surgery 1 1 1

Psychiatry 7 8 8

Radiation Oncology 0 2 0

Radiology - Diagnostic 1 2 2

Radiology - Interventional 2 2 1

General Surgery 11 8 12

Surgery - Preliminary 1 6 2

Transitional 0 1 1

Urology 0 0 2

MD Alumni  
GCSOM was established in 2008 as The Commonwealth Medical College.  The school’s 
charter Doctor of Medicine (MD) class of 56 graduated in 2013.  

Status of GCSOM Alumni - Classes of 2013 - 2023

Status Resident Fellow Practice Other Total

Resident or Fellow at Geisinger 48 2 50

Resident or Fellow outside Geisinger 478 72 550

Practicing at Geisinger 19 19

Practicing in service area  
(not Geisinger employee)

23 23

Practicing elsewhere in PA 79 79

Practicing outside PA 236 236

Other 4 4

Total 526 74 357 4 961

• 11 MD classes have graduated

• 961 living alumni

• 62% of alumni are still in training

• 34.5% of alumni are in practice or in training in PA

MD Alumni locations

plus

1 in Hawaii (military)

1 in Germany (military)

1 in Australia



Master of Biomedical Sciences (MBS)

The MBS program prepares students seeking to position themselves for further graduate study, attend 
professional school (such as medical, dental or optometry), enter a health-related field or advance their 
career. The program is designed to be completed in 12 months with entry points in August or January. 
The program is offered both in-person in Scranton and online through synchronous courses. Although 
previously offered to part-time students, as of the 2023-2024 year the program will only be offered to new 
students on a full-time basis.

As of October 2023, a total of 122 students are enrolled: 
• 93 full-time
• 29 part-time
• 38 (31%) are first generation to college.

MBS Alumni

The school’s first students in the MBS program graduated in 2010.

• 1,004 living alumni

• Of the 586 alumni whose outcome is known, 469 have gone on to 
medical or other health-related professional school.

Geisinger College of Health Sciences is committed to non-discrimination in all employment and educational opportunities.
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In-person Online
Part-time 1 28
Full-time 24 69
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MBS Enrollment 2023 - 2024

Number of MBS Graduates in Recent Classes
2020 2021 2022 2023

102 117 111 109
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Associate of Science in Nursing (also referred to as Associate Degree in Nursing or ADN)

In 2022, Geisinger College of Health Sciences announced that it would establish 
Geisinger School of Nursing based in Lewistown.  The new school offers an 
associate degree in nursing, providing the opportunity to become an RN in just 
two years.  This program provides a solid steppingstone in the pursuit of a BSN 
for graduates who will be looking to advance their education. Geisinger School of 
Nursing graduates who decide to pursue a BSN after joining the Geisinger family 
may receive tuition remission. 

The ADN has a contemporary competency and evidence-based curriculum, with 
both clinical and theoretical components. Current LPNs may enroll in our LPN to 
RN program and complete the degree over three semesters.  

Total nursing school enrollment as of October 2023 is 70 which includes all RN and 
LPN to RN students in either their first or second year of the program.

Note: LPNs entering the first year of the program in August  

will begin their studies in the following Spring semester.

Geisinger’s Nursing Scholars Program

Nine of our current nursing students are taking advantage of the Geisinger Nursing Scholars Program available to Geisinger employees to 
ease the financial burden of nursing school. The program awards $40,000 in financial support with a 5-year work commitment as an inpatient 
registered nurse upon licensure.
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RN Students LPN to RN Students First Generation to
College Students

Under-represented
in Medicine Students

2nd Year 26 4 16 2
1st Year 33 7 15 1
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