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TCMC Datebook
After the Child Abuse Report:

What You Need to Know
a medical/legal event

October 1, 2015
5-6 PM Registration/Light Refreshments

6-9 PM Program

Gala 2015
Saturday, October 17, 2015

Mohegan Sun Pocono

Fall Keystone Symposium
Genomics:

What Every Practicing Health 
Care Professional Needs to Know

November 21, 2015
8 AM to 12:30 PM
TCMC Auditorium

Fall Regional Meetings
September 15th 

South Campus, 6 PM
The Woodlands

September 17th
North Campus, 6 PM

TCMC Auditorium

September 22nd
Guthrie Campus, 6 PM

Patterson Building

October 7th
West Campus, 6 PM
DiSalvo’s Restaurant

For more information contact:
Gloria Colosimo

gcolosimo@tcmc.edu
 570-504-9074
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Guthrie and TCMC Sign Agreement
Guthrie and The Commonwealth Medical College (TCMC) signed an educational 
partnership agreement, marking Guthrie as TCMC’s fourth regional campus. This 
affiliation means Guthrie will be a clinical education site for a significant number 
of TCMC’s medical students.

Joseph Scopelliti, MD, Guthrie CEO and president said, “Guthrie has a long 
tradition in medical education dating back to our first interns in 1925. Partnering 
with a medical school in a larger role is exemplary of the learning environment 
which we have sought for our entire system. Our focus on providing excellent, 
integrated health with an emphasis on continuous learning meant that we wanted 
to find a partner who shared those same values and goals. We have found that 
partner in TCMC.”

Steven J. Scheinman, MD, president 
and dean of TCMC said, “We are 
tremendously excited to be formalizing 
this partnership. Guthrie has a long and 
impressive history of medical education, 
and as an integrated system Guthrie 
will give our students an excellent 
experience in 21st century medicine. 
Dr. Scopelliti and his team have been 
excellent partners in these discussions. It 
is clear that our two organizations share 

the same mission and values, to improve 
the care of patients throughout this 
region and to strengthen the physician 
workforce.”

TCMC students will spend time at Guthrie 
through all four of their years in medical school. Twenty members of the incoming 
class that arrives in August will do their clinical training at Guthrie. The most 
intensive clinical training occurs in the third and fourth years.

Guthrie is a non-profit integrated health system located in north central 
Pennsylvania and upstate New York, serving patients from an 11-county service 
area. Guthrie is comprised of a research institute, home care/hospice, hospitals 
in Sayre, PA, Corning, NY, Towanda, PA, and Troy, PA, as well as a multi-specialty 
group practice of more than 290 physicians and 175 mid-level providers in a 
regional office network encompassing sub-specialty and primary care sites in 23 
communities throughout Pennsylvania and New York.

Dr. Joseph Scopelliti, left, and 
Dr. Steven Scheinman, right 
signed the educational
partnership agreement on
July 14, 2015.
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Pictured Left to Right: Mary Roman, JoAnn Babish,
Mary Theresa Mazur and Andrea DiMattia
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Updates from the Regional Deans

From the North

The new academic year is progressing well, with our third year students
becoming more familiar with the modified LIC (longitudinal integrated
curriculum) and blocks. Overall, the launch has been very successful,
requiring only a few minor modifications. The feedback from students and 
preceptors is very positive. The regional team continues to work on
optimizing the educational experience. We welcomed the class of 2019 and 
held an orientation for them, followed by the White Coat ceremony, which 
is always a moving event. On behalf of the regional team, I would like to 
extend a warm welcome to our newest members, and wish our students a 
successful academic year. It is a pleasure to be part of TCMC and work with 
a dedicated team of people invested in improving our students’ education. 

~Dr. Shubhra Shetty, Regional Associate Dean, North Campus

From the South

A warm welcome was extended to the new third year students during their orientation 
session on July 6th. The students arrived eager and excited to begin what we hope 
will be another successful year with many wonderful educational experiences. As part 
of the orientation, the students received an overview of the new curriculum format– 
half will complete the outpatient LIC model while the other half will complete the 
inpatient block rotations. They also spent the week at different affiliates completing 
orientation and credentialing requirements. They did however; find time on July 9th 
to attend an afternoon outing at Montage Mountain to see the Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre RailRider’s baseball game.

The Class of 2019 has arrived. They too will be excited and eager to begin their 
medical education. We at the South campus are just as excited to learn which 
students will become part of our campus. We look forward to meeting the students 
and making them feel welcome in our region. 
 

~Dr. Michael Ferraro, Regional Associate Dean, South Campus

From the West

Out in the West region we have had the great opportunity to learn about our cohort 
of the Class of 2019 and we look forward to welcoming them to Williamsport for 
the first Community Week coming up in October. The implementation of the new 
MD3 curriculum has gone well after a good deal of planning. We have had some 
leadership transitions here in our clinical campus, with Joseph DeMay, MD taking 
over for Ralph Kaiser, MD as our Regional Educational Coordinator for Pediatrics.

It is with great gratitude that I also am resigning my administrative duties with 
TCMC and transitioning to a position of part-time clinical faculty member in the 
Department of Medicine. My career with TCMC began May 1, 2008 and words 
cannot describe the great satisfaction that I have derived from my experiences while 
helping to establish this new medical school. I hope I have helped develop a robust 
infrastructure here in the West to support our students’ education. I have had the 
great privilege and pleasure to work with such wonderful and competent people 
during these seven years! I am returning to my first passion, clinical medicine, and 
will continue as a TCMC preceptor and small group facilitator.

~Dr. Keith Shenberger, Regional Associate Dean, West Campus



Campus Announcements

CME Lecture on Nocturia

Regional Associate Dean Transitions in West Campus
Steven Scheinman, MD, president and dean of TCMC, recently announced changes to the Regional Associate 
Dean of the West Campus located in Williamsport. Keith Shenberger, MD, stepped down from his position as 
the founding Dean in the west campus for the past seven years. “I have had the great privilege and pleasure to 
work with such wonderful and competent people during these seven years! I am returning to my first passion, 
clinical medicine, and will continue as a TCMC preceptor and small group facilitator,” he said. Dr. Shenberger
practices at Susquehanna Health Rheumatology in Williamsport.

Janet Townsend, MD, former founding chair of Family, Community and Rural Health is now serving as Senior 
Associate Dean for Regional Campuses and Community & Educational Affairs and new Regional
Associate Dean for the West. 

In her role as Senior Associate Dean, she provides leadership, oversight and coordination of the
delivery of all academic activities in TCMC’s regional campuses to achieve TCMC’s education,
research and service missions and ultimately, to contribute to improved health in the region.
Additionally she serves as a member of TCMC’s senior administrative team. Based in the West
Campus, she also serves as its Regional Associate Dean. Dr. Townsend was recruited to TCMC in 2008
after 25 years of medical education leadership at Montefiore Medical Center and the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in the Bronx, NY.

Associate Dean of Guthrie Campus 

Dr. Dwight Stapleton has been 
appointed Regional Associate Dean 
for the Guthrie Campus of The
Commonwealth Medical College.

Dr. Stapleton received his medical de-
gree from Yale University of School of 
Medicine. He completed an Internal 
Medicine Residency and Cardiology 
Fellowship at the University of Wash-
ington. He then obtained his Masters 

in Medical Management from Tulane University.

Dr. Stapleton was previously a faculty member at the Ochsner 
Clinic, Tulane University and has been at the Guthrie Clinic 
since 2001. Currently he is serving as Chairman, Department 
of Medicine, and Chief Academic Officer at Guthrie, as well 
as Professor of Medicine at TCMC. 

Dr. Stapleton is board certified in cardiology, internal medi-
cine, and nuclear cardiology. He has Level II certification in
Cardiovascular Computerized Tomography and Cardiac 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Physicians, the American Heart Association, Ameri-
can College of Cardiology, the American College of Physician 
Executives and the American Society of Nuclear Medicine. 
His clinical interests include Preventative Cardiology, Invasive 
Cardiology, Heart Failure, and advanced Cardiac Imaging. 
He has published 69 manuscripts, 123 abstracts, and 3 book 
chapters.

Jeffrey P. Weiss, MD, FACS, presented 
a Continuing Medical Education lecture 
titled: Nocturia: Advances in Diagnosis 
and Management. He is Professor and 
Chair of the Department of Urology and 
Residency Program Director for Urology 
at SUNY Downstate. He was formerly a 
member of Delta Medix in Scranton.

Dr. Weiss currently practices at the VA 
New York Harbor Healthcare System, Brooklyn and St. Albans 
Campuses. He completed a general surgery internship,
residency in urology and fellowship in neurourology and
urodynamics at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. 
He received an AB in Biochemistry from Cornell University
and was graduated from the University of Pittsburgh School
of Medicine as a member of Alpha Omega Alpha in 1978.

Dr. Weiss is the primary author of over 300 peer reviewed 
scientific articles, abstracts and book chapters. He is co-author 
of four urological textbooks including the world’s first textbook 
dealing with the subject of nocturia. He is currently engaged 
in research regarding the cause and treatment of nocturia and 
overactive bladder.

The presentation was recorded and can be viewed for CME 
credit on the Faculty Development Libguide at:
http://tcmedc.libguides.com/cme.



TCMC Welcomes Class of 2019
Grand Rounds Schedule

Eating healthy in today’s 
world: Organic foods, GMO’s & 

Antibiotics
September 10

12:15-1:15 PM, Room 2045

Dana H. Manning, PharmD, RD, LDN
Nesbitt School of Pharmacy

Wilkes University

Challenging the dogma: 
Examining nutrition guidelines 

and recommendations in 
the age of evidence based 

medicine
October 8

12:15-1:15 PM, Room 2045

Dana H. Manning, PharmD, RD, LDN
Nesbitt School of Pharmacy

Wilkes University

TBA
November 12

12:15-1:15 PM, Room 2045

Palliative Care
December 10

12:15- 1:15 PM, Room 2045

Mary Lawhon Triano, CRNP-C, ACHPN
Assistant Professor of Family Medicine

TCMC

Hypertension
January 21

12:15-1:15 PM, Room 2045

Allen Schwartz, MD
Professor of Medicine

Drexel University

Infections in Travelers
March 10

12:15-1:15 PM, Room 2045

Shubhra Shetty, MD
Regional Associate Dean, North Campus

TCMC

The Commonwealth Medical College is committed to non-discrimination in all employment and educational opportunities.

MD Class of 2019

Enrolled 105
Gender,  Male/Female 54/51
MCAT average 30
Average GPA 3.56
PA students 81
Students underrepresented in Medicine 16
NEPA 36
Disadvantaged 13
Rural county residents 8
First generation college students 25
MBS Alums 10

  

Applicants for Class of 2019
Total Applications 7285
Supplemental Applications Submitted 4894
Invited for Interview 1000
Interviews Scheduled 776

105 members of the class of 2019 were cloaked with the white coat, the mantle
of the medical profession, at a ceremony that symbolizes the bonding process
between physician and patient. White coats were provided by The Stanley J. 
Dudrick, MD, and Alan G. Goldstein Endowed Fund.


